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SELECTIVITY PRACTICE TERM 2:


TRAVEL THROUGH THE AGES: DIFFERENT DESTINATIONS, SAME RESULTS
In the 15th century, Christopher Columbus was convinced that he could open new trading routes to Asia by sailing west across the Atlantic. There was only one problem: he needed financial backing. After failing to convince King John of Portugal to support him, he focused on the king and queen of Spain. They agreed to fund his trip on one condition; they would receive 90% of everything that he found. To say that it was a fantastic deal is an understatement. Thanks to Columbus’ discoveries, the Spanish Empire was born.

Over 500 years later, today’s space agencies and private spaceflight companies follow the example set by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella: they want a return on their investment. That’s why nobody has sent astronauts to the moon since 1972; it’s unprofitable. However, there is a lot of money to be made from sending spacecraft just a short distance into space. In fact, there are so many circling our planet that they have started to crash into each other. 

If the Apollo spacecraft were the Santa Maria, Pinta and Niña of space exploration, then satellites are the transatlantic merchant ships of today’s communications empires. However, they make money with invisible gold: TV images, traffic information and mobile phone links. It appears that we haven’t gone into space for adventure, but for a better life at home. Exactly the same motivation that persuaded King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella to sponsor Columbus’ journey to the new world.
I. – Answer questions 1–4 according to the information given in the text. Use your own words. (4 marks)
REMEMBER TO INTRODUCE THE QUESTIONS AND USE YOUR OWN WORDS
1. – Why did Columbus speak to King John of Portugal and King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain?

2. – What did King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella do that companies in the space industry copy? 
3. – How do satellites earn money for their owners? 
4. –What motivated King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella to agree to Columbus’ trip? 
II. – Are these statements True or False? Justify your answers based on information from the text, rewriting the original sentences in your own way or quoting properly. (2 marks) 

REMEMBER TO INTRODUCE THE APPROPRIATE WORDING
1. – The Spanish Empire came into existence because of the agreement between Columbus and King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella.
2. – Sending astronauts on short journeys is profitable.
III. – Find the words or expressions in the text that mean: (1 mark) 
1. – help or support to do something 
2. – an agreement or an arrangement, especially in business 
3. – the profit from an investment 

4. – something that cannot be seen 
IV. – Write a composition of about 130 words on ONE of these topics. Specify your option. (3 marks)    

         State your option.

1. – Should governments spend the money used for space exploration on solving problems that we have on earth? What’s your opinion?

2. – The best way to travel is with a tour operator led by a tour guide. Do you agree or disagree?
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